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Carrie Murray Nature Center

1901 Ridgetop Road, Baltimore MD 21207

Phone: 410-396-0808

Fax: 410-265-1085

www.carriemurraynaturecenter.org

The Carrie Murray Nature Center’s Educator’s Packet

“There is a way that nature speaks, that land speaks. Most of the time we are simply not patient enough, quiet enough, to pay attention to the story.”
—Linda Hogan

About Us

Thanks to a generous donation from former Orioles baseball player Eddie Murray, the Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks built the Carrie Murray Nature Center. The Center was named in honor of Eddie Murray’s mother, Carrie Murray, and has now served the public for nearly 22 years. Created to provide citizens with an unforgettable nature experience, this unique center teaches the importance of the urban outdoors. The Nature Center is located in Baltimore City’s Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park, one of the nation’s largest urban parks. Open year-round, the Center allows visitors to explore Baltimore’s diverse natural environment. Meadows, marshlands, springs, and wetlands are only some of the natural ecosystems contained with in the park.

The Center’s mission focuses on educating the public on two things everyone loves: animals and the outdoors. Experienced naturalists are eager to introduce students of all ages to our beautiful environment. The Center is also a bird of prey rehabilitation facility. It houses permanently injured raptors, as well as many other fascinating creatures from all over the world. These insects, reptiles, and birds serve as important educational tools to reinforce our message of conservation. The park itself is home to a variety of animals, including fox, rabbits, deer, raccoons, hawks, owls, opossum, turtles, songbirds, beaver, and many other diverse species. School groups, senior citizens, families, and our summer nature camp keep the Center bustling six days a week year-round!

Policies and Procedures

We offer educational programming year-round—please call for available dates. We will reserve your desired program date and send you a confirmation form after we receive your completed reservation form and your non-refundable $25.00 deposit. (Please call 410-396-0808 if your information is not correct on your confirmation form.) The remaining balance is due when you arrive at our Center the day of your program.  Because of our summer camp, we offer limited programs during the summer months, so please call to verify availability. All of our programs start 10:3 0 A.M. or later. If there is a problem with available times, we are happy to try to work with your schedule. Due to the nature of our programs, we ask that you mention any special needs or requests your group may have when reserving your date so that we can make necessary accommodations and create the best possible experience.
The Center has the right to refuse any group and to cancel any reservation. Naturalists have the right to dismiss groups that are out of control or mistreating animals, our property, or our instructors. We also request that all cell phones or other electronic devices be left at home or turned off during programming. 

All children under 18 years of age must be accompanied by teachers and/or chaperones who must remain with the group at all times. We need and appreciate your help supervising your group, as it will allow our naturalists to create the best possible learning experience and to ensure the safety of your group and of our animals.

Please notify the Center if you need to cancel a program for any reason. We have a long waiting list and could use your date! Since we schedule a large number of classes, it may not be possible to reschedule. 

Many of our programs require spending a significant amount of time outdoors. Please dress appropriately! All group members should wear comfortable closed-toed shoes and clothes that can get muddy. Hikes will take place rain or shine and no matter the appropriateness of student or chaperone attire.

Cost of Activities

· $5.00 per person for up to 2 hours of instruction

· $8.00 per person for over 2 hours of instruction

· $25.00 non-refundable deposit required (part of total cost)

· PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE BY MONEY ORDER OR BUSINESS CHECKS ONLY, made out to “Director of Finance.”  We cannot accept cash or personal checks.

· Classes must have a minimum of 10 participants or pay a minimum of $50.

Programs

“Animal Survival Game”

third grade to adult


1 hour/outside

After a brief introduction to the food chain, students role-play animals in the park and experience predator/prey scenarios, human impact on species, and competition for food and water. Animal Survival is a fun game that teaches students about the struggle for survival in the animal kingdom. (Because of the nature of the game, you must have between 20 and 30 children for this program.)

“Bee Informed”

        second grade to adult 

       1 hour/in or outside

Students will learn about Pollinator Syndromes, gardening for pollinators, what animals are pollinators, and the fragile link between pollinators and the food chain.  
“Birds of Maryland”

         third grade to adult

1–2 hours/in and outside

There is abundant bird life in the Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park, but some are harder to identify than others. Let our naturalists teach you some of the most common birds, their songs, and their lifestyles. Then visit with our permanently injured birds of prey and discover predator/prey relationships between birds. This program concludes with a hike to search for some of the birds you learn to identify.

“The Great Bug Hunt”


all ages


1 hour/in or outside

This program explores the impact that insects have on our world. Students will explore the metamorphosis and anatomy of many indigenous and exotic insects. This program, which can be geared toward different age groups, also highlights the benefits insects have on our environment and is usually concluded with a hike.  In addition, insect cooking and eating can be added upon request.

 

“Cold-Blooded Clues”


all ages


1 hour/inside

This class introduces students to the fascinating world of reptiles. Live turtles, snakes, and lizards will be available for an up-close and personal look at these interesting creatures.

“Critter Studies”



all ages


1 hour/inside

Carrie Murray is home to a variety of exotic and domestic animals. Students are able to come face to face with them in this interactive program. Learn the characteristics and adaptations of birds, reptiles, and mammals. This program can be concluded with a hike.

“Edible Landscape”


fourth grade through adult

1 hour/outside

If Native Americans survived in the wild without a supermarket, where did their food come from? A knowledgeable naturalist will guide you through the woods in search of edible plants, and maybe even make a snack for your class! Let us know if you would like to indulge in some native chow when registering for this class. Please specify also if you would like us to incorporate a Native American theme into this program.

“Five Senses Hike”


pre-K through adult


1 hour/outside

An interactive hike allows students to become aware of their environment using their eyes, ears, mouth, nose, and hands. This program is recommended for spring and fall, but it can be done year-round and geared toward any age group.

“Flora of the Gwynns Falls”

third grade to adult


1 hour/outside

Students will be led through the Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park on a nature hike where they will learn about plants native to Maryland. Invasive species of plants will also be included.

“Follow the Trash”


third grade to adult

2 hours/in and outside

This watershed program concentrates on the affects of litter and pollution to the watershed.  It includes a “Water Trivia” game, a “Who Polluted the Bay?” lesson, and a hike through the Baltimore City watershed.  Students learn the true impact of littering and pollution on wildlife and themselves.

“From the Stream to the Bay”
third grade to adult
       
2 hours/in and outside


This watershed program coincides with the Baltimore City school system’s curriculum. This class begins at the Nature Center with a winding hike through the woods to Winans Meadow. After water studies, the program concludes with a hike back to the Center. Students will learn the importance of both natural and man-made features in a watershed.

“Hug a Bug”



pre-K through second grade

1 hour/in or outside

Have you ever wondered how an insect is different from a spider? Or how large a hissing cockroach can get? Come get a hands-on experience with our live insect collection! Our naturalist/

Entomologist will explain everything you ever wanted to know about bugs! This program can be concluded with a hike.

“I Don’t Like Spiders and Snakes” 

all ages


1 hour/inside

Why is everyone afraid of these interesting and helpful creatures? This program helps to discredit common misconceptions about these fascinating animals. Students will learn why these creatures are so beneficial to our environment. Live and preserved specimens are used. This is one of our most popular classes!

“Real Birds Eat Meat”

K to adult


1 hour/inside

Birds of prey are the main focus at the Carrie Murray Nature Center. The Center is home to owls, hawks, a vulture, a raven, and even the national bird—a bald eagle! This program allows students to get up close and personal with our raptors and even dissect owl pellets. They will leave with a better appreciation of how these majestic birds positively affect the environment.

“Recycle Everything!”

third grade to adult


1 hour/inside

During this important program children will learn why everyone should recycle.  Topics covered will include:  how much garbage a person creates in a year, alternative ways of recycling, composting and using rain barrels.

 

 Build a Program

The Nature Center can customize programs for a variety of groups. We can accommodate scout groups, junior naturalists, church groups, Eagle Scout projects, and 4-H participants with programs to earn badges and accreditations required for those organizations. We can accommodate just about any group of nearly any age, including special needs groups and home-school programs.  Carrie Murray can adapt any current program or even create a program to fit your groups’ needs.  In the past, we have created programs that include water and stream studies, recycling, games, and language arts.  When scheduling your program, please let us know if you have particular curriculum requirements.

All programs can be modified to fit elementary, middle, and high school curriculum requirements.

Map and Directions


From 695:

Take the exit for rt. 70 east, toward the Park ’n’ Ride.

When the expressway ends, just before the Park ’n’ Ride, take the last exit, for Security Blvd. (1)

Stay to the right and make a right at the first light, onto N. Forest Park Ave. (2)

Go ½ mile and turn right onto Windsor Mill Rd. (3)

Go ½ mile and turn right onto Ridgetop Rd. (4)

Busses must park at the bus circle and groups must walk down to the Center. (5)

There is no place for busses to turn around if they drive up to the Nature Center.

If your group includes any physically disabled students, please call us ahead of time so that we may make arrangements for the vehicles.


1901 Ridgetop Road, Baltimore MD 21207

410-396-0808

Program Reservation Form

Organization Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________________________________________________________

Organization Address: __________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________ Fax: ______________________________

Alternate Phone Number: ________________________________________________________

PROGRAM INFORMATION:

Date of Program: _________________________ Time:  ______________ Number of participants: __________ 

Number of chaperones: _________ Age range of group ______________ Special Needs? __________________

Half Hour Lunch Break?  YES/NO (please circle one)   Requested lunch time:__________________________

Requested Programs (2)/Activities, plus 2 alternate programs.  (Please note:  Most programs are about 45 minutes long, so the standard 2 hour time-frame will allow for two programs, plus transitions and lunch):

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

Anticipated Program Fee Total: ____________    Deposit: _____________ 

ANTICIPATED TOTAL DUE THE DAY OF THE PROGRAM: _____________________________________

Please note:  Your date(s) are open to other groups until we receive this completed form and your $25 deposit.  The total of your program fees must be paid the day of your program.  All payments must be made in the form of a business check or a money order made payable to “Director of Finance”—we cannot accept cash or personal checks.  Please notify the Center no less than one week in advance to cancel a program.  The Center reserves the right to refuse any group or to cancel any reservation.  By submitting this completed form, you certify that you understand that in cases of dismissal, for any reason, there will be no refund and original total is still due.
We require all teachers and chaperones to remain with the group at all times.
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND YOUR DEPOSIT BY MAIL OR FAX TO SECURE YOUR PROGRAM DATE!
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